Simple affinity purification of antibodies using in vivo biotinylation of a fusion protein.
We describe a method for affinity purification of antibodies using gene fusions to the antigen. Fusions are made to a protein domain which is recognized in vivo by biotin ligase and biotinylated at a unique position in the fusion protein. When expressed in E. coli, the fusion protein can be captured from a whole cell lysate using an avidin resin to generate an affinity column which is useful for antibody purification. The procedure is simple, rapid and does not require chemical biotinylation or prior purification of the target antigen.